Henschke Catholic Primary School
Information Booklet

105 Fernleigh Road, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Phone (02) 6925 1870
Email: hp-info@ww.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.hpww.catholic.edu.au

VISION STATEMENT
“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.”

John 10:14
The Children at Henschke Catholic Primary School
Will know that they are always loved by God
And they will return that love in word and deed
As they follow Jesus throughout their lives

MISSION STATEMENT
To achieve this vision the Henschke Catholic Primary School
Community commits itself to being:
•
•
•
•

A community of faith where the good news of God’s everlasting love is proclaimed and our
Catholic religion and faith traditions are taught and celebrated.
A community of Christian witness, where gospel values form the basis for living and learning.
A caring and inclusive learning community where diversity is respected and individuals are
supported to maximise their talents and achieve their potential.
A community of service, playing an active part in shaping a better world by modelling and
promoting the use of each other’s gifts for the benefit of society.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT
We have an elected group of parents to help run the school which is known as the Henschke Primary School Council.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
The school council sets up the budget, sets school fees, as well as being the avenue for the school policy discussion.
Discussing education topics
Providing social occasions for families to enjoy each others company
Assisting with raising extra finance.
The following table might help you to see how the money is organised and how important it is to save by “self help” in
the areas of Maintenance, Lawn mowing, Gardening, Cleaning and Repairs, Making Aids and Equipment.

WHERE IT COMES FROM:

HOW IT IS SPENT:

STATE AND COMMONWEALTH SUBSIDIES

Wages

SCHOOL FEES

Teachers Resources - Cleaning –
Religious Education - Waste Removal
Classroom Equipment

TECHNOLOGY, RESOURCES & SPORT LEVY

Children’s Books - Requisites
Special Programs - Sport & Equipment - Gymnastics
Maintenance

PARENTS & FRIENDS (P & F)

IT and other targeted projects

SCHOOL COUNCIL

Office Expenses - Renovations - Library - Grounds Special Projects

SCHOOL COMMISSION GRANTS

Library - Curriculum – In-Service Programs

BUILDING FUND
The school has in operation the Henschke Catholic Primary School
Building Fund. This fund was introduced to assist in meeting the
school’s expenses in the areas of maintaining and upgrading the
existing buildings or adding new buildings. Donations to the Building
Fund are invited from parents by adding extra amounts when paying
school fees.
Donations are deposited directly into special accounts for the
Building Fund.
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PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION (P & F)
The P & F meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm in the School Staff Room and via ZOOM.
The P & F aims to provide all parents and friends of Henschke Catholic Primary School with the opportunity of
becoming actively involved in the running of the school. Meetings are designed to give parents the opportunity to
raise matters of concern and also to be aware of what is “going on” within the school.
As well as attending meetings the P & F also gives parents the chance of involvement
through:
1.
Social Functions eg Welcome night
2.
3.

CANTEEN

Fund Raising o Discos, o Fete o Movie Nights o Raffles
Working Bees

The Canteen is open Wednesday, Thursday and Friday for lunch orders and
purchasing of snack items. Lunch orders can be completed online on the
School24 website. Parents must register by using the Henschke school ID
25219963. https://www.school24.net.au/

Children’s name, order, money and class may also be written on the outside of a paper bag with the money placed
securely inside.
Large amounts of money are not to be brought to school and we ask parents to please ensure that a small
amount of money is brought for the Canteen. A price list is sent out at the beginning of the year and then for
each term. You will be notified of price changes as they occur.
Henschke Catholic Primary School Canteen is a NUT FREE CANTEEN as is the rest of the school.
Volunteers are always needed in the Canteen. If you are able to spare a few hours in the morning please contact
the school office.

OTHER PARENT ACTIVITIES
We depend greatly on voluntary assistance. Areas where parents can
assist the school are at P & F events, Sports Carnivals, at school working
bees, Canteen and as Classroom/Teacher Helpers. We ask for assistance
throughout the year or you can contact the School Office at any time.

EACH PARENT SHOULD EXPECT OF THE SCHOOL
•

An atmosphere in which Christian attitudes are exemplified, and expected, producing peace and happiness in
the child.

•
•
•
•

Opportunities for the child to participate in the liturgical worship of our Church.
Educationally sound teaching methods.
Discussion with teachers by arrangement and participation in parent/teacher meetings.
Opportunities to become acquainted with educational trends.

•

Advance notification of school activities and adjustments to routine, except in the case of an emergency.
Loyalty to your family.

THE SCHOOL SHOULD EXPECT OF EACH PARENT
•
•

An adherence to Catholic values exemplified in living and worship in accordance with our school vision.
Practical involvement in the Sacramental Programs.
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•

An interest in all that widens the child’s educational development – library membership, personal or school
excursions etc.

•

Co-operation and interest in school activities and assignments and an adherence to school policies.
Loyalty to the Principal and Staff.

SAFETY AND DISCIPLINE
BEHAVIOUR
We aim to help students learn to take responsibility for their
behaviour by:
•
•

Using gospel, social-ethical values as basis for living
Focusing on student construction or understanding of
appropriate behaviour.

•

Teaching appropriate problem-solving strategies and
skills, and constructive ways of resolving conflict.

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
At Henschke Community we expect that students will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Move around the school in a quiet, careful way
Treat each other kindly and keep their hands, feet and objects to themselves
Use manners and speak politely to people
Allow others to work and play without interruptions
Follow instructions the first time
Take care of equipment and property and the school grounds
Be punctual to class
Stay out of classrooms when a teacher is not present
Ask for permission to leave their area of the playground or the school grounds

•

Wear their uniform correctly and with pride.
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LEARNING AND TEACHING
Our vision, centred on Jesus as shepherd, invites every member of our community to follow the model of
Jesus as a shepherd by showing mutual care, respect and co-operation.
This commitment is reflected in:

Our Teaching of the Catholic Faith
Religious education within our school aims to help each child develop a deep and personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.
“Sharing our Story” is the RE syllabus used in
the Wagga Wagga Diocese. This provides a
systematic and comprehensive understanding
of the teaching of the Gospel and ways Catholics
are called to live within the Catholic tradition.
Opportunities are provided to celebrate our faith
and put into practice Gospel values.

2. Our Teaching in all Curriculum areas
Our teachers recognise the uniqueness of each child and provides the support needed to facilitate
successful student learning.

3. Our Commitment as Teachers
As teachers we will endeavour to develop the gift of faith and promote the spiritual, intellectual, social,
emotional, moral and physical development of your child.

4. Our Relationship with the Parish Community
Our Catholic School, being part of the Faith Community of the South Wagga Wagga parish, reflects and
teaches the values needed for Catholic daily living.

5. Our Relationship with Parents
We recognise you as the first educators of your children and we invite you
to join with us in their spiritual and intellectual development by being
involved in school and parish activities and meeting with teachers at
regular intervals.
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MAKING JESUS REAL (MJR)
The Making Jesus Real programme is centered around the belief that we are the image of Jesus to all those people
around us. We are His representatives and our actions should reflect His values. Jesus also made the comment that
we are part of his family and that the ways we treat others should be reflective of the way we would treat Jesus.

WHAT IS THE PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM?
Peer support is where students befriend and support their peers, whether it be within the one class,
between two classes, or across the whole school.
The Peer Support Program is an experimental learning program based on the philosophy that, at any
age, people are influenced by, and can learn from their peers. Based on this, the Peer Support
Foundation has devised a program to provide a comfortable and safe structure for this to occur.
The Peer Support Program educates young people so that they may be more able to resist negative
peer pressure, to care for each other and to follow a healthy lifestyle. It provides opportunities for
senior
students to develop leadership skills as they lead small groups of students through activities based
on enhancing their self-awareness, self-esteem, communication and coping skills. The program
ensures that these senior students are trained carefully for their leadership role.
The end result for participants (students and staff), and the entire school community, is a more
friendly and caring environment where across the grade barriers are broken down. The
atmosphere in the school is markedly more positive and cooperative.

LIBRARY
Our school library holds a wonderful collection of children’s
literature. The children are given regular opportunities to borrow
from this collection and through reading and listening to stories, the
children may develop literacy skills, comprehension, language
acquisition and a creative imagination. We encourage all students
to borrow regularly and every student must have a library bag in
order to borrow.
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MUSIC/DRAMA
Henschke students are offered many opportunities to explore a
variety of elements of music and drama. They are given constant
guidance and opportunities to broaden their knowledge.
Students are able to be involved in both individual and group
performances with bucket drumming, ukuleles and the classical
instrument the recorder (Karaoke Black Belt).
Our music program also offers the students a creative
involvement in the music process in which they are immersed in
creative activities and challenges.
Henschke is also proud to be associated with the Riverina Conservatorium of Music which gives
students an opportunity to learn and be tutored on a musical instrument. Students perform on a
regular basis in our school band.
Children from Years 3 to 6 have the opportunity to join the school choir who perform at a variety of
events.

ASSESSMENT
Continuous evaluation of your child’s progress is carried out. Testing is
done at frequent intervals throughout the year.
Our school participates in the NAPLAN (National Assessment Program
for Literacy and Numeracy). These are very helpful to note problem
areas that need attention and to group children for subjects. NAPLAN
tests are conducted in Year 3 and Year 5.
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SCHOOL HOURS AND SAFETY RULES
SCHOOL SUPERVISION HOURS
8.30 am till Last Bus Leaves at 3.55 pm
•

Siren goes at 8.55am each day.

•

Children are expected to be at their classrooms by the time the siren goes.

•

Lunch break will be at 11.00 am and Afternoon tea at 1.50pm.

•

The end of school bell goes at 3.15pm.

•

Teachers are rostered to supervise the bus stops in the afternoons at Hely Avenue, Bourke Street and Fernleigh
Road traffic lights.

•

Teachers operate the Pick-up Zone next to the Church from 3.25pm until 3.45pm.

•

Children are not permitted to meet parents in car parks.

•

Children are supervised until the last bus and then are required to wait at the school office.

•

If a child is absent a note must be sent to the school when the child returns, explaining the absence or submitted
via email or the Compass App.

•

Children may not leave the school during school hours without the Principal’s Permission.

•

Children must be signed in and out by a parent/carer to ensure accountability of all students during the school
day.

•

The School Office is open from 8.30am to 4.30pm.

•

Children are supervised in the mornings from 8.30am and should not be at school before this time.

Some unsafe practices are:
•

Calling children to cars parked on the opposite side of the road. (Children are
not allowed to cross the road without an adult. Parents are requested to cross
the road and escort their child to the car).

•

Parking in the NO STOPPING zones and BUS zones.

•

Making unsafe U-TURNS from the NO STOPPING zone into the path of a bus.

•

Parking in the Bus Bay whilst picking up children. (The Bus Bay is not a pick up
point or set down point for children travelling by car.)

•

Children running across Bourke Street in front of the church, Fernleigh Road
and further down Bourke Street beyond Blamey Street and not crossing at the
lights.

•

Children running across Hely Avenue.
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SAFETY
To help us ensure your child’s safety would you kindly teach your child:
•

Do not step out from behind parked cars and buses. When there is no footpath, walk on the right
hand side of the road facing the traffic.

•

Children must be accompanied to the gate in the infants car park.

•

If there is need to cross Bourke Street and/or Fernleigh Road, please cross at the lights.

•

Children are not to cross the road, unsupervised to parents in cars on the other side of the road.
Parents must come and escort their child across the road.

•

Pick up and Drop off points are available on Hely Avenue and Bourke Street. Parents can now
park in
the NO PARKING zone in front of Our Lady of Fatima and on either side of the bus bay in Hely
Avenue. These zones are from 8.00 to 9.30 am and 2.30 to 4.00 pm.

•

They should know how to direct the way home in case of an emergency should a teacher or parent
be taking them home.

•

Warn against loitering on the way home, visiting friends without permission, or going with
strangers.

•

Take care that your child does not bring to school any articles that are expensive or could be the
cause of accidents.

BUS PASSES
Applications for bus passes are submitted on line via the NSW Transport website:
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/applyNow#/
Parents must complete the online Application Form, which is then verified by the School Office for
processing. The bus passes will be delivered to the School for distribution.
Should you change address, a new application will need to be made. For existing bus pass holders, bus
passes are automatically generated by Busabout at the commencement of each school year.
All Infants Children, regardless of distance from the school, are eligible for Free Travel. Students who live
less than 1.6km from the school will need to re-apply for a pass when they reach Primary. Primary
Children must live more than 1.6 kilometres as the ‘crow flies’ from the school before Free Travel is given.

Bus Travel & Pick-up/Set-down
Locations
All children travelling on a bus must observe the “Code of Conduct”.
There are two bus pick-up/set-down locations.
1. Bourke Street.
2. Hely Avenue

Drop-Off and Pick-up Zone
Families can register to use the Pick-up Zone located next to the Church. Large signs with the family
surname are issued by the school for display in the car window. Cars enter the Church Driveway from
Bourke St and proceed to the collection point located in front of the shade structure where students
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are assisted into the car. If the driveway is full then cars should continue around the block and attempt
to re-enter again. CARS MUST NOT BLOCK THE BUSES DEPARTING FROM THE BUS STOP OR BLOCK
THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC ON BOURKE STREET.

Administration Building & Presbytery Car Park
These areas are NOT to be used as a thorough-fare by the children. This applies to all car parks.

Bikes/Scooters
All bikes must be walked when on school premises and placed in the bike racks
provided in front of the Year 4 classrooms.
In the afternoon bikes are to be walked under supervision to the corner of Bourke
Street and Fernleigh Road to cross at the lights.
A reminder that bikes are only permitted to be ridden by children 10 years and
over. This is based on a recommendation of The Diocesan Commission Safety
Officer.
Younger children do not have the Scanning Skills to ride safely on the road.

Pedestrian Entrances
There are five Pedestrian Entrances in the school:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Hely Avenue
Fernleigh Road
Bourke Street school entrance
Tucker Street
Infants Carpark gate

No child is to enter or leave the school on any driveway.
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COMMUNICATION
Parents are encouraged to communicate regularly with their child’s teacher. Parents are invited to a
meeting with their child’s class teacher at the beginning of each year. If required, you are asked to make
an appointment to see your teacher, rather than interrupt class time. Teachers are very happy to speak
to you, at a time convenient to both of you.
The Compass App is used to update parents on school happenings and events and to send out
newsletters and notes. Each class also uses the Seesaw App to send information to parents in each class.
A fortnightly newsletter is published on Tuesday. The newsletter is pushed out via the Compass App and
Facebook and is available on our website.
Progress Reports are issued yearly and half-yearly.

ABSENCES
Legal requirements regarding Absenteeism directed by the Board of Studies are explained below.
If your child is going to be away for any extended time, approval has to be obtained from the Principal
and a note including the reason and the date of departure and return be submitted.
Absences can be submitted via the Compass App or with a note within seven (7) days otherwise we will
have to mark the child absent without reason. Please note that a phone call only is not sufficient for our
records.
Late arrivals and early departures must be entered through the Compass Kiosk located on the front desk
of the office and this must be completed when collecting or delivering the child to school outside normal
school arrival and departure times.
For example if a child goes to the dentist and does not arrive at school till 10.30am or if they have a
doctor’s appointment and are away from school from 11.00am till 12 noon then the details of that period
must be entered at the office.

ASSEMBLIES
Infants and Primary assemblies are held on Monday morning to announce activities for the week. A whole
school assembly is held each Friday at 2.45pm. Teachers address the students and whole school events
are promoted. Henschke Achiever Awards are presented at assembly to those children:
a. who are making a very earnest effort to co-operate;
b. who have excelled in some area; or
c. who have shown satisfactory improvement.
Our Award system recognises the positive attitudes, qualities, efforts and achievements of students as
they live and learn within the Henschke Community.
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HEALTH RECORDS AND HEALTH
At the beginning of each year you will be required to fill in a
form stating address, phone number etc. It would be
appreciated if parents would notify the school promptly of any
changes (eg address, phone numbers, parents’ workplace,
emergency contacts). This information may be vital in case of
emergency.
Please inform the school if your child has any problem which
may affect their school progress.
The School is required by the State Government, to request
from the parents of each child starting school/or who have
started school since 1994, a “Proof of Immunisation Form”.
If your child is not immunized against these diseases (such
as
Whooping Cough, Diphtheria, Measles, Mumps) the School is
required to exclude that child from class, for a period of 2 weeks, if an outbreak of such a disease occurs.
No medication (prescribed or non-prescribed) can be given without the written permission of a
parent/guardian. A Henschke Medication Consent Form must be completed before long-term
prescription medication can be administered. “Medication” forms are available on the Compass App, at
the School office and on the school website.

ALLERGIES
Parents should inform the school of any allergies the child. If the child is Anaphylactic a copy of their
current plan and Epipen must be provided to the school.

ASTHMA
The school has nebulizer pumps for those children who suffer from asthma. It is school policy that an
updated Asthma Plan is to be received every 12 months for all children who suffer/have suffered from
asthma. Staff will administer emergency medication if ever needed. Please complete a new permission
form annually or if medication changes.

HEAD LICE
Treatment can be carried out and the child may return to school the next day. Appropriate solutions can
be obtained from Pharmacist. No prescription needed. All persons living in the same house should be
treated at the same time the affected person is treated. In fairness to all concerned, children found to
have head lice must be excluded from school until their hair is free of lice.
You are asked to check your child frequently for head lice. Unless regularly checked it can be quite a
problem.

The following list of infectious diseases may be helpful. According to the regulations set by the
Department of Health, your child must be excluded from school if suffering from the following diseases:
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CHICKEN POX
Exclude for 5 to 7 days after the spots appear, or when blisters have all crusted.

GERMAN MEASLES
Until the child has fully recovered or for at least 4 days after the rash appears.

HAND FOOT AND MOUTH
Consult Family Doctor. Normally contagious whilst blisters filled with fluid.

HEPATITIS
Medical certificate of recovery must be produced. Hepatitis A: Exclude until the child has recovered
(usually 7 days from the first sign of jaundice)
Hepatitis B: Not necessary to keep the child home but some children are too sick to attend school.
HIV. Not necessary to keep your child home (unless a secondary infectious disease such as TB is present)

IMPETIGO
See Family Doctor. If sores are being treated and are properly covered by a clean dressing the child may
attend school.

MEASLES
Exclude for 5 days from the appearance of the rash or until a medical certificate is produced.

MUMPS
Exclude for 9 days from the onset of the swelling, or until the child has fully recovered.

SLAPPED CHEEK (“fifth disease” or erthema infectiosum)
Consult Family Doctor. Normally no longer contagious when rash appears.
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UNIFORM POLICY
BOYS SUMMER:

Open neck light blue shirt and grey shorts, plain school grey ankle socks, black
school shoes (not slip ons) or boots.

BOYS WINTER:

Long grey trousers (not jeans or cords), long sleeved mid blue shirt, navy and gold
striped school tie, plain grey jumper, plain grey socks, black shoes (not slip ons) or
boots.

GIRLS SUMMER:

Light blue peter pan collar short-sleeved shirt, navy pleated skirt or navy pleated
culottes, navy ankle socks and black shoes or boots.

GIRLS WINTER:

Navy slacks or tunic, long sleeved white shirt, navy and gold striped tie, plain navy
jumper, navy socks or tights, black shoes. An apron/pinafore (back and front style)
of the same fabric as the summer dress may be worn over tunics. Hair ribbons, hair
bands, scrunchies, etc. to be navy or the check of the summer dress.

SPORTS UNIFORM:

Sports uniform is worn on sports days and by the whole school on Friday. You will be
notified of your child/rens sports day at the beginning of the year.
Tracksuit pants are worn during Terms 2 and 3 on sports days and on cold sports
days in Terms 1 and 4. Tracksuits are navy blue with the school logo.

BOYS:

School Sport Shirt with the school emblem, navy blue shorts with school logo, white
socks and runners.

GIRLS:

School Sport Shirt with the school emblem, navy blue wrap skirt or navy blue shorts,
white socks and runners.

REPRESENTATIVE
CLOTHES:

Diocesan, Mackillop and State clothes achieved whilst representing the school are
able to be worn for three weeks only after the event. This includes shirts, jumpers,
track suits etc.

FOOTBALL SHORTS:

Football shorts (league, AFL and soccer) are not to be worn as sport shorts

SCHOOL JACKETS:

The Jacket serves a dual role and is worn as a winter jacket over the school uniform
and as a sport jacket.

SPORTS FOOTWEAR:
SCHOOL HATS:
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Due to all classes completing fitness and running during sport time, flat bottomed
shoes, such as Volleys, Vans and other slip on shoes are not appropriate for safety
reasons
Royal blue broad brimmed hats with the
school emblem must be worn at all times
during Term 1 and 4 while on the
playground.
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INAPPROPRIATE ACCESSORIES
The following items are not considered acceptable parts of school
uniform
•
•
•
•

•

Sneakers/joggers or slip-on shoes for boys are not to be worn
with the school uniform
Silver or gold ear studs are permitted but not dangling or large
studs. Spacers, plugs, bolts etc. are not to be worn.
Coloured nail polish is not to be worn at school
Bangles, bracelets, etc are not to be worn at school. Only a
chain with religious symbols and signet rings are acceptable
items of jewellery
Unusual hair cuts and colours are not acceptable. This is at
the discretion of the Principal.

HENSCHKE SCHOOL UNIFORM SERVICES
As a service to the parents the school operates Henschke
School Uniform Services.
The aim of Henschke School Uniform Services is to
provide all items of the school uniform except shoes, at
reasonable prices while maintaining a high standard of
quality. Henschke School Uniform Services is open every
Tuesday from 2:00pm to 4:00pm during the school
terms as well as other special times, for example
Kindergarten orientation day and selected days and
times prior to the beginning of the school year.
Online ordering is available for both summer and winter
uniforms via the links on the Henschke website.
The emphasis is a service to parents, and being able to provide a regular stock of the Henschke uniform,
which is not always available at retail outlets. Henschke School Uniform Services is not intended to be a
profit making concern.
Henschke School Uniform Services is the only outlet where Henschke Red Polo Shirts, Hats, Tracksuit
and Henschke monogrammed School Bags and Library Bags can be purchased
Please remember to label all items with the students name. This allows them to be easily returned if
found in the playground.
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AFTER SCHOOL SPORT TRAINING
Children are to be picked up on time. There is a great danger to children being left unattended and
unsupervised for long periods of time. Our interest is in the safety of all children and we ask for your
assistance in observing these Safety Procedures for the well being of all concerned.

SATURDAY SPORT
Weekend/After School Sporting Teams: (eg Netball, T-Ball, Softball, Cricket)
It is important for parents to understand that these are not School Sport
Teams as they are not part of our School Sports Program. Some teachers
may be involved with the teams, which is commendable. However, this is
done on a voluntary basis. School supervision is not being provided. Parents
have that responsibility.
If any accident was to occur and a claim for compensation lodged it must
be to the Sporting Association involved. Henschke Catholic Primary School
cannot accept any responsibility for children playing sport in non-school
competitions.
A reminder that it is important that any activity which is undertaken using the School’s name (Henschke)
must have written permission from the Co-Principals.

HENSCHKE OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE (HOOSHC)
Henschke operates an Outside of School Hours Care centre from the Henschke School Community Hall on
the schools grounds. It is a CCB approved service and operates
Before School Care is available each school day morning from 7am. Students are walked to school just
before 9am for the beginning of the school day.
After School Care operates from 3:20pm till 6:00pm each school day.
Vacation Care is available during all school holidays, excluding 2 weeks over the Christmas/New Year
period.
Henschke Out of School Hours Care Inc is a separate entity to Henschke Primary School, managed by an
independent committee, and operates in the Henschke Hall at the rear of Our Lady of Fatima Church.

HOOSHC Contact Details
Coordinator / Nominated Supervisor:
Ly Smith Phone: 0481 338 799
Email: coordinator@hooshcare.com.au
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105 Fernleigh Road, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Phone (02) 6925 1870
P.O. Box 7366, Mount Austin NSW 2650
Email: hp-info@ww.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.hpww.catholic.edu.au
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